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Teferi Zemene spends 50 minutes each morning
commuting from his home in the St. Clair and
Kennedy area to his job near Union Station.

SHARE

The fact that he does this all over again, heading
in the opposite direction on his ride home is not
what’s irking the Scarborough resident—it’s the reality that he has to tuck
away his Metropass and reach for his car keys if he needs to travel
anywhere in his neighbourhood.
“Once we get home, we have to drive,” says Zemene, speaking at a press
conference at City Hall Friday (April 1).
Zemene was among a group of local community members and leaders who
crammed a City Hall press conference along with Jamie Kirkpatrick, transit
campaigner for Toronto Environmental Alliance, to respond to the transit
plan consummated by Mayor Rob Ford and provincial Premier Dalton
McGuinty 24 hours earlier.
A number of angry constituents from immigrant communities in the
suburbs gathered to call for a rational overhaul of the transit plan in order
to create what they called a more sustainable transportation for a cashstrapped city (one that includes a hybrid of subway and light rail transit
systems throughout the city).
The plan announced by McGuinty and Ford, they say, will contribute to the
further “ghettoization” of the suburbs and minority communities outside
the core.
That plan scraps former mayor David Miller’s Transit City to create a 50kilometre network of aboveground rail connecting poorer priority
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neighbourhoods to the downtown core, and now pours nearly all of the
$8.4 billion of provincial money into the Eglinton Crosstown LRT
underground. The section between Laird and Kennedy, where Eglinton
widens, was slated to be aboveground under Transit City.
The city will incur the remaining $4.2 billion price tag to extend the
Sheppard subway West to Downsview and east from Don Mills to Kennedy,
which the mayor says will be financed by a public-private partnership.
See a map of the plan here.
Zemene, who pays a subsidized cost for a transit pass as a union member of
UNITE HERE Local 75, says the lack of TTC service near his home in
Scarborough and areas north, leaves him with no choice but to drive when
it comes to shopping, visiting friends and commuting locally.
“The mayor was elected for all of Toronto, but he didn’t consult us,”
Zemene says. “[It’s] as if we don’t have feelings or ideas.”
Kirkpatrick says large portions of the city promised access to public transit
under Transit City have been shafted under the Ford plan.
He says that the power shift that occurred during the election last fall
doesn’t give the mayor a “carte blanche” to rip up the Transit City plan.
And yet that’s exactly what has happened, without a vote of council.
Eight city councillors have slammed the revamped plan, accusing the
mayor of re-spending Transit City money, and adding that the city will now
be forced to pay tens of millions of dollars in cancellation fees on the axed
LRT line along Sheppard.
They doubted Ford’s promise that a subway line along Finch Avenue would
be built in 10 years.
York Federation of Students’ Robert Cerjanec told the press conference
that the LRT line that would have been built along Finch Avenue West
under the old Transit City, would have helped the approximately 48,000
students who descend upon the campus on a daily basis.
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And while the proposed extension of the Yonge-University-Spadina
subway line will provide direct access to the university, students will have
to wait until end of 2015 for that ride.
Surrounded by reporters, Mohammed El Rashidy of the Canadian Arab
Federation, said the new transit plan not only “leaves out a lot of people
that needed change,” in Scarborough, Jane and Finch, and pockets in the
city’s west end – it contributes to the continued “ghettoization” of
immigrant communities in the suburbs already caught in the widening gap
between the rich and poor.
El Rashidy drives and takes public transit, and says he knows the feeling
both of being halted to a stand-still in rush hour traffic and “packed like
sardines” on streetcars.
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“How many more years can we go on like this?” he asks, noting that as the
population continues to grow, both our streets and public transit system
will continue to swell with commuters.
Recent

Apr 3, 2011 at 12:53 PM

NEWS // NAKED AMBITION

Like

One person likes this. Be the first of your
friends.

Maybe you guys hating on this article don't realize how genius
this is? Do you not understand how much publicity and
attention this has gotten from regular NOW .
WELCOMETO | 50 MINUTES AGO

Recent Stories By Ava Baccari
NDP LAUNCH
FIGHTING FUR AT FASHION WEEK
BAN THE BOTTLE
TORY BILL S-10 SUCKS
JOIN ME IN TORONTO

nowtoronto.com/daily/news/story.cfm?c…

NEWS // NAKED AMBITION

Maybe you guys hating on this article don't realize how genius
this is? Do you not understand how much publicity and
attention this has gotten from regular NOW .
WELCOMETO | 52 MINUTES AGO

2/4

04/04/2011

NOW Magazine // Daily // News // Snu…
DAILY // NEWS // SNUBBING THE SUBURBS

PREVIOUS STORY
City hall tries to ban NOW
Magazine

Rob Ford's phobia against surface rail should not direct the
direction for transit in Toronto. The price of gasoline is going
up (only goes dow n during a .

DAILY
NEWS
HOME

WKLIS | ABOUT 1 HOUR AGO
NEWS // LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

My blog and w ebsite received an injunction from Superior
Court Justice David Stinson to remove any references to the
Fort Erie Economic Development and Tourism .
SHARON BOWERS | ABOUT 1 HOUR AGO
ECOHOLIC

First of all, w hen the hell did so many people become so
Login damned gay? It is incredible that anyone w ould take this earth
hour crap seriously. I have alw ays .

Add New Comment

FORD4EVER | ABOUT 10 HOURS AGO

Showing 2 comments

Sort by popular now

TeaPartyTO
Draw ing streetcar lines on a map doesn't mean it w ill happen.
Rob Ford is right: No w ay could Transit City be done the w ay it w as planned w ith the
budget allotted. Transit City, along w ith all the other variations (Sarah
Thomson/Smitherman) of the TTC expansion w ould of incurred billions in 'unforseen'
costs.

College street shut dow n for #slutw alk
http://t.co/TWyrZEw
Sun Apr 03 2011 14:37
Impressive turnout f or #SlutWalkTO http://t.co/Bqf Xtl4
Sun Apr 03 2011 14:24
Responding to @TOMayorFord's transit plan #Toronto
http://now .uz/dNMIGz
Sun Apr 03 2011 13:17
Jim Guthrie scores an iPad app http://t.co/eAMvGVv
Sun Apr 03 2011 10:31
Is this your bike? Because it's going to get taken aw ay.
http://now .uz/eNae2U
Join the conversation

#1 rule of government spending, alw ays double/triple the original estimated budget and
there's your final tally.
Rob Ford's subw ay plans are realistic, reasonable and w ill come in on budget.

wklis
Rob Ford's phobia against surface rail should not direct the direction for
transit in Toronto. The price of gasoline is going up (only goes dow n during a
recession) because of rising crude oil prices, w e need to be prepared. We
need a hybrid of light rail and heavy rail, but to cancel Finch West now
because of Rob's phobia w ill mean no help f or transit users in that area of
Toronto. Same in Scarborough east of the SCC.

'

Subscribe by email + RSS

blog comments powered by DISQUS

nowtoronto.com on Reddit
Interview w ith gorgeous Jessica Paré on the
future of Mad Men
9 points | 1 comment

Interview w ith gorgeous Montrealer Jessica
Paré on the future of Mad Men
4 points | comment

Rob Ford sings Streisand.
1 point | 1 comment

Benjam in Boles on w alking w ith the sluts
9 points | 3 comments

Canadian m usicians say m ostly nice things about
Stephen Harper. Not so m uch about Nickelback.
7 points | comment

nowtoronto.com/daily/news/story.cfm?c…

3/4

04/04/2011

NOW Magazine // Daily // News // Snu…
NOW Magazine on Facebook
Like
5,027 people like NOW Magazine.

Judit

E nn

V ineca

M ikey

Bicy cle C ommonsM ia

D anielle

A lexandra

S tev e

Kristin-A nne

NOW Magazine on Facebook

SITE MAP
HOME
Search
Blogs
Contests
City Guide
Now Lounge
Now Store
Archive
Letters
Eco/green

www.nowtoronto.com
ABOUT NOW
Contacts
Our Story
Eco Policy
Staff/Masthead
F.A.Q.
Careers
Syndication
Link to us
Privacy Policy
Terms of
Service

WHAT'S ON
GUIDES
Index to
Guides
Special
Sections &
Minisites
NEWS
Daily Events
Upfront
Eco/Green

LIFE &
STYLE
Take 5
My Style
Stores
Ecoholic
Alt. Health
Technology
Travel
Savage Love
Astrology

FOOD &
DRINK
Restaurant
Guide
MUSIC
Listings
DJ Spotlight
Disc Reviews

ART
Listings
BOOKS
Readings
& Events
STAGE
Listings
Theatre
Dance
Comedy

MOVIES
Show Times &
Mini Reviews
Rep Cinema &
Film Festivals
DVD Reviews
Television
COLUMNS
Savage Love
Free Will
Astrology
Ecoholic

CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds
Business Directory
Open Houses
This Week In Print
NOW's Adult Directory
Adult Classifieds

EMAIL
General Info
Letters
News
Entertainment
Listings/Events
Advertising
Classifieds
Distribution
Promotion
Website
more...

189 Church St, Toronto ON M5B 1Y7 | Telephone 416-364-1300 | Front Desk Hours: Monday - Friday 9am - 6pm | email
NOW is Toronto's weekly news and entertainment voice. Available 24 hours online and distributed throughout Toronto in print form every Thursday
Entire contents are © by NOW Communications Inc. NOW, nowtoronto.com, NOW Magazine and the NOW design are protected through trademark registration.

nowtoronto.com/daily/news/story.cfm?c…

4/4

